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ABSTRACT

The research problem was presented in major question about
the relation between the management of know ledge and the
distinctive competitive quality and impact on the accumulated
knowledge within the realization of the distinctive competitive
quality.

This research was an attempt to tackle and research
administrative discourse practiced in Omdurman National
Bank.

The research assumed three hypotheses . the abstract
relation between knowledge management and the distinctive
competitive quality. the effect of the implicit knowledge means
on the achievement of the competitive quality . the core explicit
relation to attain distinguished competitive quality.

Theresearch followed the historical; descriptive. deductive
and inductive approaches.

The outcome of the research lead to a positive relation between
the management of knowledge and the distinctive competitive
quality furthermore; the efficiency indicates the capacity of
the specific corporation structure that can attain creativity to
contribute in attaining distinctive competitive quality.

The research recommended the significance of planning
strategies. out spread. availability. information activates for the
workers to achieve distinguished competitive quality within the
management of knowledge.
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the effects of social networks on
Shendi University students’ academic achievements. In order
to achieve these objectives. the study adopted the descriptive
analytic method. Therefore. it used a questionnaire to collect
data. The study was applied on a sample of 195 subjects selected
randomly from Shendi University including both scientific and
literary students. The study hence. came out with a number of
results. the most important of which are:

Students trust in the information provided by the internet;
and thus their use of social networking sites enabled them to
find immediate solutions to many scientific issues.

The frequent use of social networking sites does not only
reduce the students> thinking and capabilities. but also the time
spend in the social networking sites is considered a discount on
the time of reading and viewing.

Students> use of social networking sites helps them learn
research methods in an innovative and updated way. Moreover.
it enables them communicate directly with their teachers
whenever they have any questions or queries.

Social networking sites make it easy for the students to join
scientific groups of mono-specialization.

Social networking sites have an authentic influence on the
students’ study and academic duties.

The study came out with the following recommendations:

There is necessity for students’ training to use the social
networking sites so as to learn updated and innovative research
methods.

There should be a greater concern to conduct scientific studies
on the possibility of making use of the social networks and
exploiting their access in the academic achievements.

Urging universities to use the methods of electronic learning
and publishing through social networking sites to promote the
students’ academic achievements.
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Abstract

The main purpose of this study was studying The Impact of
Managerial planning on production Efficiency in New
HALFA Sugar Factory from Seasons 2001 to 2011.

The main hypothesis: recent Managerial planning not Impact
In Efficiency in New HALFA Sugar Factory.

The Importance Of is study coming from The title of study
(Managerial planning - production Efficiency - Sugar Factoring )
.The Factory provide opportunity to seasonal & fixed Labors.

Historical and analytics methods had been used.

Tools of collection information from its secondary resource is
references and books. . quitinare . Interview for covering the
practical chapters.

Results of the study: The Factory suffer many problems

Recommendation: Furnishing planning department. and join
Intensive of leaders with long terms planning.
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Abstract

The studydealt withthe role of theaccountin goversight
responsibility inthe planning budgets .The research problem
is represented by the fact that many firms have experienced
failures that have undermined their performance. This has
been observed in the non compliance with suitable standards
when it comes to preparation of budgets coupled with absence
of monitoring on budgets in its execution phase.This study aims
to highlight the role being played by responsibility accounting in
boosting competitiveness in the firm through identifying defects
(i.e. deviations) and analyzing them in order to find solution to
them which lead to realization of budgeting goals.

The validity of the research has been proved and the important
results are:The responsibility accounting enables the firms to
the optimum use of available resources. It also improves the
performance of the firms which ensures realization of their goals.
The researcher has come up with a number of recommendations
based on the research findings. More importantly are.To work
to determine the negative and positive deviations helps in the
preparation of planning budgets in future so as to achieve the
firm’s objectives. Thereisaneed to clearly spell out the dutiesand
responsibilities of employees at the firm. Performance reports
should be rendered regularly to help monitor the performance.

Key Words : Responsibility Accounting. Planning Budgets.
Deviation Analysis.
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Abstract

Search extract has urged Muslim to learn and understand
the religion. and to consider and reflect on everything that
surrounds human cracks and crashes. And may the scholars that
Shara asset measurement. measuring not only jurisprudence.
where scientists placed controls for issuing fatwas. warranted.
this research aims to study scientific curricula exist for issuing
these fatwas. controls that must be in accordance with the
commitment of the Islamic approach. only problem is that a
number of fatwas. warranted some scientists on the provisions
of some times that took place on the Muslim Ummabh. as arbiter
of Jihad in the face of the invasion of Muslim countries and some
groups that call for a declaration of Jihad and the need to establish
Islamic Caliphate which they described as terrorism (regulation
daash). And for this purpose the research was prepared to
illustrate the most important consideration and due diligence
controls on such hard times to find optimum based on texts and
consistent with the purposes of the College and general rules. This
research is divided into an introduction. three detectives and a
conclusion where the first search: curriculum advisory opinions
in contemporary times. and the second controls required by the
judgment in times of calamity and III: controls during.
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Abstract.

This research deals with the study and design of the Bank of
rainfall in western Omdurman Ambdah area. Design adopted
the use of natural sewage in the region.

The study methodology to All the information required
hydrological field studies and field works. Jabi basin has also
been divided into three zones including the Bank of area
Ombdah design.

The optimal distribution of the rains study data outputs
odistribution person type 3 . it has also been drawn intensity -
duration - frequency

(IDF) curve for the region.

The study of the pelvic area Jabi outputs 062.2 kmno

Dispositional and drainage in the area.

After the design process. according to data restrictions found
pry bank.
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pay attention to what they are thinking /doing ;

4- Strategies involve linguistic behaviour (such as requesting
the name of one object ) and non-linguistic behaviour (such as
pointing to an object so as to be told its name );

5- Linguistic categories can be performed in L1 and L2.

6- Some strategies are behavioural . while others are mental
. Thus. some strategies are directly observable while others are
not.

7- In the main strategies contribute indirectly to learning
by providing learners with data about L2. which they can than
process. However. some strategies may also contribute directly
(for example. memorization strategies directed at specific lexical
items or grammatical rules).

8- Strategy use varies considerable as a result of the kind of task
the learner is engaged in and individual learner preferences.
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to check understanding. looking up words in a dictionary
and paraphrasing as sentence to check understanding. Wong
- Fillmore lists two strategies that fall into this area: get some
expressions” and “ make the most of what you got .

The second general area concerns the learners’ technical
predispositions. Examples are Naman etals realization of
language as a system “ (which suggests making judicious use
of crosslinguall comparison /analysis of the target language);
Rubins (guessing ; inductive inferences); Wong Fillmores look
for recurring farmula “. The third general area involves the
learner’s capacity to evaluate. For example. Naiman etal .And
Rubin both refer to the importance of monitoring. This involves
testing out guesses. correcting errors and noting the source of
errors. In O’Malley and chamot’s framework three major types
strategy are distinguished : cognitive strategies “ which refers to
the steps or operations used in problem- solving that requires
direct analysis . transformation or synthesis of the learning
mental (Rubin 1987 ) ; matacogmtive strategies and these make
use of knowledge about cognitive processes and constitute on
attempt to regulate language learning by means of planning .
monitoring and evaluating . social / affective strategies which are
concerned with the ways in which learners elect to interact with
native speakers . In oxford (1990) a general distinction is drawn
between “ direct © and indirect strategies . the former consist
of strategies that directly involve the target language . in the
sense that they require mental processing of the language (1970
) while the latter( provide indirect support for language learning
through focusing planning . controlling anxiety . increasing co-
operation etc ). (1996:151) . The following are the characteristics
of the term ” strategies ”

1- Strategies refer to both general approaches and specific
actions or

techniques used to learn an L2 feature.

2- Strategies are problem - oriented - the learner deploys a
strategy to overcome some particular learning problems;

3- Learners are generally aware of the strategies they use and
they can identify what they consist of when they are asked to
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from the recent literature reveals a number of problems: It is
not clear whether they are to be perceived of as behavourial
(and therefore observable). or as mental or both .Oxlerd (1989)
appears see them as both as essentially behavourial . whereas
Weinsteis and Mayer (1986 ) see them as both behavourial
and mental . Chamot (1987) refers to learning strategies as
deliberate actions ; Seliger (1984) distinguish his strategies “and
tactics © .He defines the former as basic abstract categories of
processing by which information perceived in the outside world
is organized and categorized into cognitive structures as part of
a conceptual network (1984:4 ) .

Incontrast. tactics“arevariablesand idio - syncracticlearning
activities . situation . respond to the learning environment . or
cope with input and output as a conscious tactic may evolve into
a subconscious strategy . Anderson (1980; 1983) distinguishes
three types: of skill learning : (1) The cognitive stage where the
learner is involved conscious activity resulting in declarative
knowledge. (2) theassociativestagewherethelearnerstrengthens
the connections among the skill and constructs more efficient
production sets . and (3) the automatic stage where the
execution becomes more or (less) automatic or subconscious
. Anderson’s theory provides two interpretations to the term”
strategy “. One is favored by Rabinowitz and Chi (1987 ) . cited
in O Malley and Chamat (1990) is that strategies only occur in
the early cognitive stage when they are conscious ; they cease to
be strategic when they are performed out systematically . The
other view is that strategies can be defined as production sets
that exist as declarative know ledge and used to solve learning
problems. Skehen (1989) identifies three arcos common to
different taxonomies: one is the learners’ capacity to impose
himself on the learning situation. Naiman etal . Refer to “active
task approach “ which is evident in such behaviour as seeking
out and responding positively to learning opportunities and
engaging in practice activities. Clarification and verification.
which Rubin (1981) puts at the top of her list of strategies also
belong to this list. This strategy includes asking for examples of
how to use a word or an expression. putting words into a sentence
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(positive transfer). avoidance and over - use. They recognize.
however. that all these aspects of L2 use are likely to demonstrate
a variety of factors at work. only one of which is transfer. Thus.
they emphasize the importance of looking for how L1 knowledge
interacts with other factors. Negative Learning strategy is the
concept of strategy is a somewhat conmplex one . and not easy
to tackle . A strategy consists of mental or behavourial process
of language acquisition or language use . There are three types
of strategy . ° production .” communication “and learning
.Tarone (1980 -- 419 ) considers the first two of these under the
heading of “ strategies “of language use . A production strategy
“ consists of an attempt to use ones linguistic system efficiently
and clearly with a minimum effort. Examples are: simplification
rehearsal and discourse planning. © Communication strategies
“ consist of attempts to deal with problems of communication
that have arisen in interaction. A learning strategy is an attempt
to develop linguistic competences as well as socio - linguistic
competence in the target language .Examples given by Tarone
include: memorization. initiation of conversation with native
speakers and inferencing . The distinctions are import and but
as Tarone observes they are not . easily applied as they rest on
the learners intentions .which are not easy to establish . There
is . for example . no easy way for telling whether a strategy is
motivated by a desire to learn or a desire to communicate .
Itisalso useful to distinguish between two types of learning
strategies: language learning strategies. The former. as defined
by Tarone . are concerned with the learners attempts to master
new linguistic and socio - linguistic information about the target
language . The latter are concerned with the learners attempts
to become skillful learners . listeners . speakers readers and
writers for instance . employ a variety of strategies for exploiting
teachers . feedback on their written composition . ( Cohen 1987
; 1991) Again . however . the distinction is not an easy one and
the literature on learning strategies does not always distinguish
clearlybetween these types. Cohen. forinstance refers tolearning
strategies directly at the language aspect linguistic knowledge.
As ample of definition of language learning strategies taken
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question . and if there is evidence available that native speakers
of L2 would use the form in the context under consideration .
In other words. it only makes sense to talk of avoidance if the
learners know what they are avoiding. It is also necessary to
demonstrate that the vowel is not under - used simply because
the equivalent vowel is rare in L1
Avoidance is a complex phoneme -- non . Kellerman (1992
) attempts to sort out the complexity by distinguishing three
types : Avoidance (1) occurs when learners know or anticipate
that there is a problem and have at least as Ketchy idea of what
the target vowel is like . This is the minimum condition for
avoidance. Avoidance (2) arises when the learners know what
the target vowel is but find it too difficult to use in particular
circumstances (for example. in the context of force - flowing
conversation) . Avoidance (3) is evident when learners know
what to say and how to say it but are unwilling to actually say
it because it will result in them flouting their own norms of
behaviour . In all these cases it is clear that much more is 15
valued than thelearners L1. The extent of the learners knowledge
of the L2 and the attitudes learners had to ward their own and
the target language culture act as factors that interact the L1
knowledge to determine avoidance behaviour . The Sudanese
learners of English tend to avoid certain vowel sounds as , ouy
as in: “boat “ / bout ; for bought , bo:t /. sew /sou / for saw / so:
;. hole ,houl,for “hall” /hol,
Theover-useor”over-indulgence” (Levenston1971) ofcertain
forms in L2 acquisition can occur as a result of interference of
interlingual processes such as over generalization. For example.
the learners may demonstrate a preference for forms which can
be generalized to a larger number of context (Levenston ) .Over
- use can also result from transfer often as a consequence of
avoidanceorunderproductionofsomedifficultelements Current
discussions of transfer emphasize the necessity of considering
the multiple ways in which L1 influence can exert itself . It is
clearly in sufficient to focus exclusively on production errors.
as many of the subtle manifestations of transfer will be missed.
Transfer scholars. therefore. also look for evidence of facilitation
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are still very much alive . The contrastive Analysis Hypothesis
( CAH ) as formulated by Lodo (1957 ) was based on this a
assumption . -—-- the student who comes into contact with
a foreign language will find some features of it quite easy and
others quite extremely difficult . Those elements that are similar
to his native language will he simple and those elements that are
different will be difficult ( 1957 .2 ).

Inthe traditional account of language transfer . the research
focus was placed on the problems that the learner face . Errors
occurred as a result of ° negative “ transfer of the mother tongue
vowel patterns into the learners L2. The learning of L1 can also
facilitate L2 learning. Oellin (1989) points out that the facilitative
affect can only be observed when learners with different native
languages are studied and learner comparison are carried out.
Facilitation is evident not so much in the total absence of certain
errors —————-—- as would be expected on the basis of behavourist
notions of positive transfer but rather in a reduced number of
errors. and also in the rate of learning. The facilitative effect of
L1 can also be adduced by certain types of U -- shaped behaviour
( keller man 1957.2) . Learners may sometimes pass through an
early stage of development where they manifest correct use of
a target language feature if this feature corresponds to an L1
feature and then subsequently replace it with a developmental
L2 feature before finally returning to the correct target language
feature. In such a case the facilitative effect is evident in the early
stages of acquisition before the learner is “ ready “ to construct
a developmental rule. There - learning of the correct language
rules as they come to notice that it is in compatible with the
input. Evidence of such a facilitative effect. of course. canbebest
obtained through the longitudinal study of individual learning.

Learners also avoid using certain vowel phonemes. which
they find difficult because of differences between L1 and L2
vowel systems. In such cases the effects of L1 are evident not in
what learners do (errors) but in what they do not do (omissions).
The identification of avoidance is not an easy task Seliger (1989 )
points out thatitis only possible to claim thatavoidance has taken
place if the learner has demonstrated knowledge of the from in
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were considered to be damaging to successful language learning
because they prevented the formation of the correct target
language habits. For the behaviorists . the term . © interference
” and ‘transfer “ are closely associated with the theories of L2
learning . However . it is widely accepted that the influence of
L2 vowels can be adequately accounted for in terms of habit
formation .Nor is transfer simply a matter of interference or
falling back on the native language vowels ; as other previously
acquired second languages can also have an effect . This suggests
that the terns ” L transfer “ itself is inadequate. Sharwood Smith
and Kellerman (1986) have argued that a superposing ate term
which is theory neutral is needed and suggest “ cross linguistic
influence. They comment ...the term  across linguistic influence
is theory - neutral . allowing one to subsume under are heading
such phenomena as “ transfer .” interference “avoidance °
borrowing and L2 related aspects of language loss and thus
permitting discussion of the similarities and differences between
these phenomena (1986 ) .

There is much to be said for this proposal not least the
precise definition of transfer “ that it permits ; kellerman (1987
) has suggested that the term can be restricted to those processes
that lead to the incorporation of elements from one language
to another (1987. 3) . However. as if often the ease. usage does
not always conform to reason. although its definition has now
been considerably broad ended to include most of the linguistic
phenomena that kellerman and Sharwood smith consider to be
in need of attention. Oellin (1989) offers this “working definite
” of treatment as a basis of his own thoughtful treatment of
such phenomena. Transfer is the influence resulting from the
similarities and differences between L2 vowel system and any
other language vowel system that has been acquired (1989. 27).
Transfer. viewed in this way is. of course. far removed from the
original use of the term is behavourists . theories of language
learning . This definition although somewhat vague (as Oellin
admits ) provides an adequate basis for the study of transfer “
Although the behawourists . views of transfer are largely defunct
. the central notions that gave rise to difference and difficulty

I St Analal) Qgomdl g Ol yuhld (o ol Aloze |78

Alsharg Journal for studies and Scientific Research



, noty . The confusion between the short vowelsi.e ;i/. / u; and
the longones: /i: y and / u: / is due to two main factors. namely:
imperfect articulation by Sudanese teachers of English and lack
of the recorded material ( listening material ) by native speakers
. As non - native speakers themselves. Sudanese teachers of
English do not usually give distinct articulation of these vowels.
In other words. teachers give imperfect vowel articulation and
the students simply imitate them. Second. lack of recorded
listening material by native speakers make the students rely on
their Sudanese (non - native) teachers of English. The confusion
between; wusand , ./ arises from the fact that the English
vowel sound ; :/ does not exist in Arabic.
5. Interference :

In “ The study of second language learning Rod Ellis points
out that the single paramount fact about language learning is
that it concerns . not problem solving but the information and
performance of habits (1960 49 ). Learning was seemed to take
place inductively through ” analogy “ rather than “ analysis “.
According to the behaviourist theories the main impediment
to learning was interference from prior knowledge. “Proactive
inhibition occurred when old habits got in the way of attempts to
learn new ones. In such cases the old habits had to be unlearnt
“ so that they could be replaced by new ones. In the case of L
learning. however . the notion of unlearning “ made “ little sense
as learners clearly did not need to forget their L. vowel system
in order to acquire L vowel pattern. although in some cases
loss of the native language vowels might take place eventually
.For this reason the behavourist theories of L vowel learning
emphasized the idea of “ difficulty ” . defined as the amount of
effort required to learn L2 vowel patterns .

The degree of difficulty was believed to depend primarily
on the extent to which the target language vowel pattern was
similar or different from L. vowel system. Where the two were
identical. the learning of L2 vowels could take place easily
through  positive © transfer of L vowel patterns. But where
they were different learning difficulty arose and errors arising
from “ negative transfer “ were likely to occur. Such bad habits
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serious phonological problem to Sudanese learners of English.
The basic feature for him to master is primarily the quality of
the vowels rather than their length.

4. Problem Analysis :

Inlearning the vowels of English language one finds sounds
that are similar to those of the native language (Arabic) both
in terms of structure and distribution. Learning of such vowels
occurs by simple transfer without difficulty. On the other
hand. one also finds sounds (vowel sounds) that are not part
of the sound system of Arabic. that structure differently or that
are differently distributed. Learning occurs more slowly and
difficulty with then is more persistent. The researcher therefore.
seeks to find out these problems. He will these problems by
the structural comparison of the vowels in L and L . that is
Arabic and English respectively. Such a comparison. if it is to be
complete and accurate. involves linguistic manipulations which
are not usually described in the literature.

4.1 Analysis of the Vowel Systems -

The objective here is to find or prepare a linguistic analysis
of the vowel system of the language to be learned English and a
similar description of the language of the learner (Arabic) . It
is crucial to find good descriptions. As a rule. we will not be able
to use descriptions in ordinary textbooks. since except for those
few which have made (deliberate) use of scientific linguistic data
. the descriptions will not be complete..

4.1.1 Location of the Problem :

Within English Language itself there are some vowels that
cause confusion to Sudanese learners. They are as follows:

/1. /. which is a close front long unrounded vowel is often
confused with i/ as in ship / fip / for ” sheep  /fi.p /; “rid ©
srid /for “read ® yri-d;. ; ;. which is back rounded short
vowel. is sometimes confused with ;0. yasin . © cot © , kot
for © caught” ; ka: t/ su/ . which is back . half close short vowel
. is sometimes confused with with ; u: / as in : “pull © /pul ; for
“pool © ypul /. “full® ,ful s for “fool” ; fu:1,. the diphthong
,0u ; which is a mid back rounded vowel . is often confused with
/0/asin:hope /houp /for “hop © /hop/ ;note” /nout,/ for “not ©
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difficulty

/iy / iy ¢ producing the glide

/1/ 14 Hearingand producing /i / as
a separate phoneme from e/

om /e/

/ey / » ey 4 producing and
hearing yey 4 as a separate phoneme from se ; and
/.

/e/ ye s Hearing and producing /e /
as a separate phoneme sey,/.,0/and/ay

ja/ yag Hearingand producing
O/ as aseparate phoneme from/a,; and ,0/ .

JUW / »UWH producing the glide /0
as a separate phoneme from ; 0/

/uy ¥U 4 Hearingand producing /
u/ as aseparate phoneme from /ow/

/ OW / »OW # producing the glide and

hearing and producing sow, as aseparate phoneme from ,uy
and

/gy

/ay / ¥ ald Hearingand producing /
/ asaseparate phoneme from ; ow

/ay / yai ¢ producing »ai ¢ always
never »0i4

jay / yal 4 producing yai ¢ always
never ¥ Oig

/aw / pau ¢

Jaw / »au« producing » ai ¢ always
never ¥ Oi4

/ay/ »0i 4 Hearing and producing
y £

3.2 Length in Arabic -

In Arabic. the phonemes /ii / and suu / are phonetically
longer than the phonemes /i and yu; and / a /. The diphthong
is long for the same reason as English diphthongs are long.
The length (i.e. the quantitative) feature of English vowels is not
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ii /ii /high. front. closeunrounded. It occursin complementary
distribution with yii¢ . the latter appearing only contiguous to
/TOSODL ; /fii / “elemphant “ /fii / “in” »ii¢ High back close
rounded ; see »ii¢ above . ; gamiis /  gamiis ¢ “ shirt ”

/i/ ¥i¢ High front unrounded . It occurs in complementary
distribution with »i¢ .the latter appearing only contiguous to /
TDSDRI ; /min ; from

i »i¢ High back open unrounded see »i¢ above ; DIRS / 3 DIRS
4" tooth”

¥ ¢ midopenunrounded.Itoccursin free variation with »i¢ in
word final positions

»] ¢ Mid bak open unrounded. It occurs in variation with yi¢
in word final position

s/a/% 0¢ lowfrontcloseunrounded. It occurs in complementary
distribution. With / 0. the latter appearing only contiguous to
» TDSDRI 4 / saab / “ youngman

, 0, Mid central close unrounded see y 0 ; above , saff; 3 saff
¢ “class®

saa/ 004 .lowfront unrounded . It occurs in complementary
distribution with yaa¢ . the latter appearing only contiguous to
JTDSDRL / /laa » laa ¢ “on” see $»00¢ ; taaR / » taaR ¢he flew ©
uu / 3 uug High back open close unrounded . It occurs medially
s suuq / ¥ suuq £ “market “; ssuuf s 3 suuf £ “ wool © ; u / pug
High back open rounded . It occurs

in all positions y kun ; “be © ; Onnahu /3 onnahn ¢ that
he ©

; 0/ »04 Mid back close rounded . It occurs in free variation
with » ug in

word final position ; 0y, » Di¢ a combination of 304 and
»i¢ . Itoccursin complementary distribution with 3 i¢. the latter
appearing only contiguous to , TDSDRL , /koy ;3 koy ¢ i.e 3
koi¢ “in order to © /0i ; combination of ¥0¢ and » 14 see » aai
¢ ,DoYt/» doyf ¢ “ quest’s® s aw / y0ug combination of 304 and
yug .it occurs in complementary distribution with » oug . the
latter appearing only contiguous to /TDSDRL ; /low / “if  see
»lawg above; yhawDUN / » hawDn ¢ “ tub

phoneme Allophones Nature of

S et Awelal! gl g Dibul 5 (oLt | Ale 182

Alsharg Journal for studies and Scientific Research



/. The “s” in these clusters is called the pre - inital consonant
The Sudanese. more often ;i / before each cluster. Thus. they
pronounce the words above: ; istiy / . / iswei /. yismoOuk / .
vowels .

3.0 The Arabic Vowels -

The Arabicvowels are six in number. No glides are included
in these vowels. Three of them geminate; three geminates
here indicate the relative length of the vowels. there are two
diphthongs. According to the International phonetic Alphabet
(IPA). the phonetic close (uu) ; half close

(Ou);
half open (0) ;
open (D)
Front Central Back
u ul
3 )
x u

Rounded Vowels: eiaietcennor enn
The vowel phonemes /iy, ./ex; . uw . etcare taken from
Kenneth L-- pike phonetics. The phonetically symbols used here
are however. not identical with professors Pikes
Thereason for using different symbols here is to include two
- segment vowels is phonetic transcription to aid the Arabic
students in recognizing glides which are of Arab students . basic
phonetic ( phonological ) problems in English
The Arabic vowels with examples
(i) ymin ; from
(ii) /fiil/ elephant
a / sabb / young man
aa /baab /<>door <>
u /kun ; be (imperative )
uu ;/ huut ; whale
oy ,koy/inorderto
Ow /aw, <or>
3.1 Arabic vowels :
Phoneme allophone described occurrence examples
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as syllables

(II) Some syllables have an onset (that is . they have more than
just silence preceding the centre of the syllable ) bar / ba. ; key
s kii/ 5 ymo:y

(iiiy Syllables may have no onset but have a coda; am ,omy.
ought /0: t/

ease / 1.2/

(iv) some syllableshave both onsetand codarun/ron / ; sat / so
t/ ; fill /il ;. However . there are still problems in the matter of
deciding on the division between syllables . for example . most
speakers feel that the word “ going” /gOui / consists of two
syllables ; presumably we can

decide that the su/in the middle is the dividing point between
the two syllables . since the articulation is slightly closer to
obstructing the airflow than the vowels next to it this still leaves
unanswered the question of the , u / belongs to the first or
the second syllable ; of course we know that the ; u / is part of
the , u/diphthong phoneme . but this is a fact of phonology
not of the phonetic: structure of the syllable . Another difficult
case is the word extra ; ekstro / one problem is that by some
definitions the ; s; in the middle but / k  and /t; would counted
as a syllable. which most English speakers would reject. They
feel that the word has two syllables. However. opinions usually
differ as to where the two are to be divided. possibilities are (
using the symbol + to be signify a syllable boundary ) . e+ kstro. ek
+strO . eks+tro. ekstr+0O

Usually. the second or third possibilities are chosen; it is not
possible to say which of these is the correct. If the first syllable
of a word begins with a vowel (any vowel may occur. though
/ uy is rare). we say that this initial syllable has a zero onset. If
the syllable begins with one consonant. that initial consonant
may be any consonant phoneme except ; /5 /3., israre.
When we have two or more consonants together we call them a
consonant cluster. I initial two -- consonant clusters are of two
sorts in English. One sort is composed of /s / followed by one of
small set of consonants . examples of such clusters are found in
such words as “sting © / stiy /;” sway ” / swei; smoke ; smOuk
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ei+0= ei0 . layer. player

ai+ 0= aiO . five liar tyre
Di+0=0i0 royal toyal

Ou+0 =0ud . lower mower
au +0 = aud . power shower

Length in English vowels is phonetic. do not exist. In English
the phonemes /iy, ,ey ; ,uy , and /o, arephonetically
longer that the

/i/.se/./0/./u/.7a7and e/ . Also . one phoneme may
differ in its phonetic length . here the length differences are in
complementary distribution - longest before spuraat voiced ;
somewhat long before voiced stops and nasals . not all . not all
dialects have the same

distribution . but all have similar patterns . Examples (in order
of length) forth phoneme /iy ,

1-bees 2- beem 3- piece  4- beat

Diphthongs are long . not because of prolongation of either
element. but because of the time consumed in making the glide .
The vowel

phonemes /iy /. sey / . juw ; . jow / .etc are taken from
Kenneth L- Pike Phonemics . The phonetic symbols used here
however. are not identical with professor Bikes. The reason for
using different symbols is to include two - segment vowels in
phonemic transcription to aid the Arab students in recognizing
glides. which are his basic phonological problems in English.

The English syllable can be defined both phonetically ( that is
.inrelation to the way we produce them and the way they sound
) . syllables are usually described as consisting of a centre which
has little or no obstruction to the air flow sounds comparatively
loud before and after this centre (thatis at the beginning and end
of the syllable ) . the will be greater obstruction to the airflow
and / or /loud sound . We will now look at some examples .

(iya minimum syllable is a single vowel in isolation e.g the
words are / a./ .or /0: / .err /3: /. These are preceded and
followed by silence: ~———-—-—- R

Someisolated soundsas /m /. which are sometimes produced

to indicate agreement /s / to ask for silence may also be regarded
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2.2.2 English Diphthongs -

(a) centring diphthongs: (io . eo . uo )

siny  ear; ,klin/ clear; ,/nio; near. /Ao, fear. ;skwen/
square ,ed/ air y0ed/ there . / puldy pure . /fijun
; fewer ,bluo,  bluer. ,tun, tour.

Thus the starting point is a little closer then ; i/ in bit. bin
/€ /

s edy air. where Thisdiphthongbegins with the same vowel /e,
ofget. men ,ud;  poor.tour . These have a starting point
slightly closer than /u / in put. pull

(b) Closing vowels endingini (ei. ai . O1)

s ei y make stay. pay . The starting point is the same as
get . men

sai/ . tide. fine. tine
This diphthong begins with an open vowel which is between
front and back. it is quite similar to the , 0, of the words cut.
bun

/01, point. coin. toil.

The first part of this diphthong has the same quality as /0. /
in ought: born.

(ii) endingin su

/O0u/ go . snow . boat.

The vowel position for the beginning of this the same as the
schwa vowel / 0/ asfoundin the first syllable of the word about
. the lips may be slightly rounded in anticipation of the glide
towards “u” for which there is quite noticeable lip- rounding
au/ loud. count. This diphthong begins with a vowel similar to
/ a: , but a little more front. since this is an open vowel. a glide
to / u /s would necessitate a large movement. Usually in English
the glide towards / u/ begins but is not completed. the end of the
diphthong between somewhere between close- mid and open -
mid in tongue height. there is only slight lip - rounding.

2.2.3 English triphthongs :

The English triphthongs can be looked on as being composed
of the five closing diphthongs described above. with ; ;, added
on the end. Thus. we get:

[$]

e’ of
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measurement trained phoneticians can satisfactorily describe
any language. to a greater or less degree of precision according
to need. In addition to the three articulators variables which the
phoneticians selects as basic in the classification of vowels. There
are several others which he customarily treats as secondary
modifications of what is taken to be the normal pronunciation
For instances vowels are assumed to be pronounced “

normally” the without the passage of air through the nose. If the
nasal passage is kept open during the production of the vowel so
that air passes out from both the mouth and the nose. the vowel
is said to be nasalized; it is regarded

and represented by IPA . asa modification of the corresponding
non - - nasalized vowel ( c-g ya¢: ¥ ¢ ). Thus. the English
vowels can be described as follows:

2.2.1 Simple vowels :

phoneme allophones
/i) /i: / High close front unrounded glide. It occurs in all
positions

/i:z /¥1:Z 4 ease; s Osli:p /

» Osli:p £ asleep ; see / si: / ysi.: ¢

i/ Highopenfront unrounded . It occuers initially / in / yin4.
/sin / $sin4 sin

/3.y mid close central unrounded.

It occurs initially and medially.

;3:n/%3:ngearn. yb3:md, » b3.d ¢ bird

/W3:m /¥ w3.m+£ worm

/ & / ya. ¢ low open central unrounded . It occurs in all
positions

Ja./»a. ¢ are. /ka. /¥ ka. 4 car;

s ka.d /» ka.d ¢ card

/ O. ;/ /0.7 »0:4lowcloseback

rounded:., ol , »mi¢ all. ywo.l1, wall;/ 1o, »1o:4

law. Thus. it occurs in all positions

/u:/ /u:/ yu: € high close back rounded glide . It occurs in all
positions

JW:Z / ¥ U:Z§ 00Ze ; ; smu:0 ; smu.04 smooth; ; zu. / ¥ zu: 4
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(ii) Endingin suy

,0u/ :load. home. most
/au/:loud. gown. house.
2.1.3 Triphthongs -

sein; layer. player. mayor
saidy liar. fire. tyre

/0idy royal. loyal. loyalty
saud; hour. power. shower
2.2 English Vowels :

Vowelsare generally categorized in three main articulatory
dimensions: the degree to which the mouth is opened (close vs.
open); the position of the highest part of the tongue ( front vs
back ) ; the shape of the lips ( rounded vs spread or unrounded
) . Thus. a certain vowel sound may be described as close. front
rounded vowel another vowel sound can be classified as close.
front. unrounded. The terms close front etc is not of course
used absolutely. Each of the three dimensions represents a
continuum. and. in principle. is infinitely divisible. What has
been done to establish a set of the so - called cardinal vowels
that is .( to quote David Jones . the originator of this system
of classification ) a set of fixed vowel - sounds having known
acoustic qualities of the cardinal vowels . the system primary
is primarily and to the extent that it is objective . one of the
articulatory classification . The principle fallowed is that of
first defining a set of articulatory streams (the closest possible
front vowel).” the open set of the back vowel . etc and then
selecting intermediate positions in such a way that the degrees
of acoustic separation are approximately equal . The judgment
of the intervals of acoustic separation is subjective (though of
course that of a brilliant).

Now the value of each of the cardinal . vowels has been fixed
. and Dariel Jones own recording of them has been analyzed
instrumental . their acoustic qualities are . within certain limits
known objectively . That the cardinal vowel-- system is in the
last resort arbitrary does not make it any less useful or scientific.
The values of the cardinal vowels in the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA) and by reference to them as standard of which

Sl et Awelal! gl g Dibul 5 (o 5Lt Alse |88

Alsharg Journal for studies and Scientific Research



phonemes may cause problems. but the following are the most
common confusions:
1- /iy and / i. / ship for sheep.
2- /iy and / e / bit for bet.
3-,0/and /0. cot for caught.
4- /0, and / a.; hat for heart.
5- /u /and /u: ; pull for pool.
6- se/ and /ei / pen for pain.
7- /3. 7 and / ei /: bird for bade
8-,0u/and /0, > hope for hop.
2.1 The English Vowels :

The most noticeable feature of the English speech of a
Sudanese student is the poor mastery of the English vowels. The
major reason for this is that Arabic and English have different
vowel structures and patterns. Because of their high frequency
and different structure English vowels constitute one of the most
serious phonological problems to a Sudanese student learning
English.

2.1.1 The Classification of the English Vowels

In his “Phonetics Peter Roach classifies the English vowels

into short vowels. diphthongs and triphthongs as follows:

1- si: ;/ beat mean. peace.

2- i/ fish. bit. pin.

3- /3. ,bird. turn. curl.

4- sa:./ card. half. pass.

5- ,s0., bought. torn. horse.

6- u:. ; food. soon. lose

2.1.2 Diphthongs

(a) Centering diphthongs

,i0/beard.Ian. fierce.

/ed/air. scare . square .

,ud/ tour. poor. moored

(b) Closing diphthongs

(i) Ending in / iy

/ei/ face. paid. pain

,»ai / nice. tide. time

/01 /: voice. coin. point.
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2. Literature Review

Inthischapter theresearcher provides a review of literature.
So the researcher gives an account of the readings about the
topic under research in the following manner

(One): Studies concerned with this problem in general.

(Two): Studies concerned with the possibility of problems
facing the Sudanese learners of English in the learning of English
language.

Particularly vowels.

Undoubtedly. in both cases the most dominating area is that
whichisconcernedwiththeproblemoftheresearch. Thefallowing
studies are the only ones available to the researcher. which cover
the area of the English vowels. In the area of phonology sound
system .Smith Bernard . in his paper (The learner English - A
teachers guide to interference and problems 1987) noted that
.in general the Arabic and the English phonological systems
are very different . not only in the range of sounds used . but in
the emphasis placed on vowels and consonants in expressing
meaning . While English has 22 vowels and diphthongs to 24
consonants .

Arabichas only 8 vowels and diphthongs to 32 consonants.
However. the researcher is concerned with the English vowels
only. Smith Bernard noted that short vowels in Arabic are
almost allophonic. It is the consonants and long vowels that
give meaning as short vowels are not even written in the script.
Arabic speakers. therefore. tend to gloss over and confuse
short sounds while uniquely emphasizing consonants avoiding
elisions and shortened forms. Among the features of Arabic
accent in English are: more energetic articulation. with more
stressed syllables. but fewer clearly articulated vowels. giving a
dull. staccato jabber effect. The use of glottal stops before initial
vowels is a common feature in Arabic. thus breaking up the
natural catenation of English. He explained clearly that shaded
phonemes have equivalents in Arabic and should therefore be
perceived and articulated without great difficulty. although
some confusion may still arise. On the other hand. unshaded

S et Awelal! gl g Dibul 5 (oLt | Ale 190

Alsharg Journal for studies and Scientific Research



3- To the language tester

4- To the syllabus designer

5- To the language learning experiments

6- To the planner and designer of language curricula

1.4. The Assumptions of the Research :

The assumption of the research is that the difference between
the

Arabic and English phonological systems is so great that
pronunciation problems arise due to this difference.

1.5. Determination of the Research -

Thisresearchis limited to the English vowels. In other words.
it will cover the English vowels only. not the English consonants.
for instance.

Thescopeoftheresearch will. however. cover the pronunciation
problems with respect to the causes of these problems. the
teaching techniques together with solutions and suggestions for
further studies into the problem.

1.6. The Instruments of Data Collection :

The researcher will use the following for data collection:

(one ) : recorded materials .

(two ) : Interviews

(three) : questionnaire

1.7. Definition of key Terms

Ascertain termsare pre-requisite to the study. the researcher
tries to define the following: pronunciation. pure vowels.
diphthongs. trip thongs. phonetics. phonology . interferences
language strategies .

1.8. Methodology of the study -

The researcher adopted the descriptive analytic method.
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1.1 Introduction
Themostnoticeablefeature of the English ofa Sudanese student
is the poor mastery of the English vowels. In fact. English vowels
constitute one of the most phonological problems confronting a
Sudanese student learning English.

The major reason for this is the fact that English and Arabic
have two difficult vowel structures or patterns. The researcher
tries to investigate and identify the actual problems that the
Sudanese students of English encounter while learning the
English vowels. Besides the researcher tries to find out why there
are such pronunciation problems. as well as to suggest solutions.
diagnosing accurately the difficulties that our Sudanese students.
have with the English vowels. The researcher also tries to discover
remedies for these problems.

The researcher aims at finding out the actual problems
facing Sudanese students learning the pronunciation of the
English vowels. In this respect. the researcher tries to identify
the root causes of the problems. especially those that arise from
differences between (Arabic) and (English) sound systems. Also.
the researcher will look into the roles and effects of the course
books. the teacher. the training procedures. teaching techniques
and the learners’ strategies in terms of their contribution to the
pronunciation problem.

1.2. Objectives of the Research -

1. To find out the problems that face Sudanese learners of
English in learning English language vowels.

2. T o find out the root causes of these pronunciation
problems.

3. To find out the contribution of the mother tongue (Arabic)
to the problem.

4. To find out the influence of techniques used by teachers in
teaching English pronunciation

1.3. The Significance of the Research -

This research will be of fundamental use and of great value to
the all of the following:

1-To the linguist (typically the phonetician)

2- To the language teacher
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The English Vowels and the

Pronunciation Problems
they cause to Sudanese learners of English

Prepaired by :
Dr. Eltayeb Dawa Elbeit Babikir Elnaji

Abstract

This study aims at identifying the pronunciation problem that
to English vowels cause to Sudanese learner of English . The
researcher tries tolook in to the root causes of this pronunciation
problem in order to suggest solutions to them.

The study adopted the descriptive analytical method to carry
out the research . The researcher came out with a number of
results the most important of which are :same English vowels
Are particularly difficult to Sudanese learners of English. ~ The
difficulty in pronunciation the English vowels is mainly due to
the fact that Arabic and English have different phonological
systems. resulting in different vowel patters. However . the
English vowels that are similar to the Arabic . ones are similar
to learn whereas those which are different from Arabic vowels
cause problem to Sudanese learners of English . Negative L
(Arabic ) transfer contributes to the problem . learning strategies
used by some Sudanese learners are not effective in solving the
problem. theresearcher recommends the following: considering
certain factors . namely .the English course book . the teacher of
English language . the status of English language in Sudan are
the method used in teaching English language . The researcher
suggests further studies in the problem in order to tackle the
factors mentioned above .
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